Biggleswade  Urban  District 


Annual  Report 


For  the  Year  1923, 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


\ 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  THE 

Biggleswade  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Circumstances  of  your  District  for  the  year  1923. 

It  has  been  written  as  far  as  possible  in  accordance  with  Circular 
Number  451  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Chaundler, 
tho  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  his  Staff,  for  their  valuable  help,  and  also  to 

your  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  loyal  co-operation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


May,  1924. 


U.  W.  GRATTAN. 


1, -GENERAL  STATISTICS- 


Area  (aerea) 

ropulation  (1921)  - ••••"■• 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (19-1)  

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921) 


Rateable  Value  

Assessable  Value  •••• 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


4647 

5,395 

1,280 

1,290 

£36,380 

£20,362 

^£78 


2— EXTRACTS  FROM 
VITAL  STATISTICS  OE  THE  YEAR 


Population. 

The  estimated  mid-yearly  figure  of  5465  is  supplied  for  the  PoriJo=|e 
of  this  report  by  the  Kegistrar-General  from  the  best  data  available  lor  his 
use  at  the  moment. 

Total.  M.  F. 


Births. 

Illegitimate  7 5 2 

Legitimate  94  47  47 

llirth  Hate  18.45.  r ..  io>-i 

The  birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  tVales  for  the  ycai  u-i 

was  19.7. 


Deaths. 


Total.  M.  F. 

Civilians  only  (all  causes)  56  29  27 

Death  Kate  10.24.  i n-  i . 

The  death  rate  from  all  causes  for  the  whole  of  England  and  >V  ales 

for  1923  was  11.6.  ^ 0 

Number  of  women  dyiaig  in,  or  in  consequence  i From  Sepsis  

of  childbirth  ) » Otlier  causes  0 

1 death  (legitimate  child)  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  aiu 
the  death  rate  per  lOOO  births  was  9.9. 

The  corresponding  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Vales  for  19-3 
was  69. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  9 

„ „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

,,  „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)...  0 

There  has  been  no  uiiiusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 
The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  : — 

Males.  Females. 


Small-pox  0 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  3 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease  I 

Cancer  (malignant  disease)  5 

Diabetes  1 

Cerebral  Hremorrhage,  &c 3 

Heart  Disease  4 

.\rterio-sc1erosis  3 

Dronchitis  ,3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  0 

Ai)pendicitis  l 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  1 


0 

4 

1 

4 

0 

3 

O 

0 

1 
1 
0 
1 


3 


Males.  Females. 

1 0 

0 2 

3 5 

0 1 

29  27 


3.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIELD  DURING  TFIE  YEAR 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notitied. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

Pnentnonia 

10 

0 

1 

Chicken  Pox  

10 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 

Premature  Birth  

Other  deaths  from  violence  

Other  defined  diseases  

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

— 

5 

10 



— 

. 2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

““ 

1 

20 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

25 

1 

1 

— 

— 

35 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' ■ 

— 

45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

55 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

65  & upward 

— 

Totals 

4 

4 

2 

— 

3 

4 

1 

1 

AS  regaius  me  a 7 , 

viously  notified  in  respect  of  5 of  the  cases. 


Analysis  of  the  total  cases  notified  under  age-groups. 


Disease. 

UT 

der 
1 yr. 

1 

to 

2 

2 

to 

3 

3 
to 

4 

4 

to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

20 

20 

to 

25 

25 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45 

to 

55 

06 

and 

over 

Diphtheria 

T 



— 

— 

— 

1 

— . 

- 

2 

_ 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

““ 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  . . 
Chicken  Pox  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

5 

1 

1 

4 


Analysis  of  deaths  under  age-groups. 


Disease. 

Un- 

der 

1 yr. 

1 

■2 

2 

to) 

3 

3 

to 

4 

4 

to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

16 

to 

20 

20 

to 

35 

36 

to 

45 

46 

to 

65 

65 

and 

over 

Pneumonia  

1 

4.— CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 


Thei-e  is  nothing  specially  noteworthy  to  be  recorded  u.nder  this 
heading. 


5.— SUMMARY  (FOR  R EFERENCE)  OF  N URSI NO 
ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE 

DISTRICT 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

None  is  piwided  by  this  Autliority,  but  the  ('  >unty  Council  employs  a 
Health  Visitor  for  certain  work  which  it  undertaii.es  in  the  district. 

The  Sister-in-Charge  of  the  Ked  Cross  Medical  Sujjply  Dejiot  does  a 
considerable  amount  of  nursing  in  the  district. 

Midwifes. 

Regiistration  and  employment  supervised  by  the  County  Council. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

A Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  carried  on  under  tlie 
County  Council  in  Biggleswade. 

A Tulxjrculosis  Centre  is  also  carried  on  under  the  County  Council 
in  Biggleswade. 

Tlie  V'enercal  Disease  Centre  at  Bedford  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council. 

In  addition  to  tlie  above,  special  mention  must  be  made  of  the  Red 
Cross  (Medical  Supiily  Depot,  which  hjjs  been  established  in  Crab  Lane, 
Biggleswade.  The  Staff  of  this  Institution  consists  of  a Commandant, 
Assistant  Commandant,  Quartermaster  and  Assistant  Quartermaster.  The 
Depot  is  in  charge  of  1 Sister  and  2 V.A.D.’s,  and  is  open  daily  from  10  to 
11  a.m.  for  the  dressing  of  wounds,  and  other  cases  requiring  daily  atten- 
tion. Patients  pay  a small  weekly  fee,  and  are  only  reLieived  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  doctors  practising  in  the  district. 

The  number  of  dressings  carried  out  during  the  past  year  was  9,856. 
In  addition,  Nursing  Apiiliances  are  iiroviderl  for  use  in  the  sick  room  at  a 
nominal  charge.  This  Association  is  doing  most  valuable  work  and  should 
be  suiijiorted  with  enthusiasm  bv  all  who  have  the  welfare  of  the  district  at 
heart. 


Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or  C.C. 


(!)  Tuberculosis 

(2)  .Maternity 

(3)  ChiUli'on 
(D  I'^ever 

(.5)  Small-pox 

(6)  Other 


Hospital.  Authority.  Accommodation. 

Mogerhanger  Park  County  Council 

none  

none 


Biggleswade  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Biggleswade  Small-pox 
Hospital. 

Infirmary. 

Mental  Hospital  (Stotfold) 


Jointly  with 
Biggleswade  R.D 
.Jointly  with 
Biggleswade  R.D 
Guardians. 
County  Council. 


22  Beds 
12  Beds 


Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitmate  infants 
and  homeless  children. 

None  except  that  provided  by  the  Guardians. 

Ambulance  facilities. 

(o)  For  Infectious  cases.  ^ 

(b)  For  Non-infectious  a>nd  accident  cases  ) 


One  Motor  Ambulance 
stationed  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 


6.— LABORATORY  WORK. 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 

Arrangements  are  made  whereby  medical  men  practising  in  the  town 
can  obtain  free  Bacteriological  examinations  in  cases  of  Diiditheria, 
Typhoid  Fever,  Tuberculosis  and  Meningitis.  These  examinations  are 
carried  out  by  the  Lister  Institute. 

Provision  of  Antitoxin. 

A supply  of  diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
and  is  issued  free  to  Medical  Men  on  reqiiest. 

Tetanus  Antitoxin  is  siiijplied  by  the  County  Council,  Sliire  Hall,  Bed- 
ford, similarly. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  a -supply 
of  Botulinus  Antitoxin  Serum,  which  can  be  obtained  on  application  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Guildhall,  Cambridge. 

Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  in  force  within  the  District. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Part  III. 

Bye  Laws  or  Regulations  are  in  force  respecting  : 

Common  Lodgingj-houses. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Cleansing  of  Footways. 

Removal  of  Hou.se  Refuse. 

Cleansing  of  Privies. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances. 

Keeping  of  Animals. 

Offensive  Trades. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops,  etc. 


7 —SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 

A summary  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  during  the  year 
will  bo  fonnd  in  the  report  of  tTIe  Sanitary  Inspector  at  the  e.nd  of  this 
report. 


8.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

On  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time  only),  one  Sanitary  Inspector, 
who  is  also  Inspector  of  Foods,  and  in  addition  is  Surveyor  and  Water 
Engineer  to  the  district. 


9.— HOUSING 


Sixty-four  houses  on  the  Town  Field  (Newtown)  Site,  have  been 
erected. 


6 


On  the  lemaindor  of  the  188  houses  originally  projected,  no  further 
action  is  being  taken,  by  the  instruction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  most  urgent  sanitary  reform  is  the  provisio.n  of  more  houses  for 
the  working  classes. 

Many  of  the  existing  houses  are  in  a bad  state  of  repair  and  it  has 
not  been  found  possible  to  deal  With  them  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  finding 
alternate  accommodation. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Housing  work  completed  up  to 
the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  or  in  course  of  erection  during  the 


year 

(a)  Toital  2A 

{b)  Subsidised  houses  under  the  Housing  Act,  1923  22 

1.  Unfit  dwelling  houset:. 

Inspection— (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  oi  Housing  Acts)...  167 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-hou.ses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Kegulations,  1910  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a .state  so  danger- 

ous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  bo  tuifit  for  human 

habitation  3 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-liouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  tlie  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  102 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consev 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  90 


28  of  tJie  Housing,  Town 
of  which 


id  ion  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Serdion 

Pla tilling,  &c.  Act,  1919  

(1)  Numbef-  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

luotices  were  served  requiring  repairs  

(2)  Numln'r  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  

{a)  b^-^  Owner  

(h)  by  JiOcal  Authority  in  default  of  owner  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  oiierative  in  jiursuanoe 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close 

H.— I’roceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dw'elling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  .served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  iji  which  defects  ivere 
remedied  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  

(h)  by  Tiocal  Authority  in  default  of  owners  

C.— Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  18  of  tlie  Housing.  Town 
J’liinning,  &c.  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Numlx'r  of  representations  made  w-ith  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  

(2)  Number  of  dwell ingv-houses  in 

Closing  Ordei’s  were  made  

(.1)  Numlx'r  ot  dwelling-houses  in 

Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
having  been  rendered  fit 
(■11  Number  ot  dwelling-housics  In 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 
(•>)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 
‘ flrders 


Demolition 
* Includes  four 


resjiect  of  which 

respect  of  which 
the  dwelling-houses 

respei’t  of  whicti 

n ]nirsuance  of 


Nil. 


houses  in  which  representations  were  made  in  1922. 


7 

CENSUS  RETURNS. 


Tho  following  information  is  taken  from  the  Census  of  England  and  Wales, 

1921 — County  of  Bedford. 

ACREAGE,  POPULATION.  PRIVATE  FAMILIES  AND  DWELLINGS. 


Area  in 

Total 

Population. 

Private  Kaniilies  and  Dwellings. 

Statute 

Acres 

1911 

1921 

Popu- 
lation 
in  pri- 
vate 
Fami- 
lies. 

Struc- 

turally 

seper- 

ate 

Dwell- 

ings 

occu- 

pied. 

(L.ind 

and 

Inl.'uid 

Water) 

Per- 

sons 

Per- 

sons 

Males 

V fin- 
ales 

Per- 

sons 

per 

Acre 

Priv- 

ate 

Fam- 

lics. 

Rooms 

occu- 

pied. 

Rooms 

per 

Person 

a 

b 

c 

ci 

c 

& 

// 

i 

./ 

k 

1 

Biggleswade 
U.D.  and  C.P. 

4,G'17 

5,375 

5,395 

2,661 

1 

2,734 

1 

1.2 

1,290 

5,153 

1,280 

6,423 

1.25 

REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

A number  of  Premises  have  been  inspected  for  Sanitary  or  Housing  Defects. 
Informal  notices  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  or  the  remedy  of 
defects  observed  during  Ordinary  Inspections  of  tlie  District  were  given  as 


follows  : — 

New  drains  2 

Defective  and  obstructed  drains  71 

Accumulations  of  manure,  etc 4 

Defective  W.CVs  32 

Dirty  and  dilapidated  buildings  29 

To  provide  ash  bins  12 

Other  defects  — 


150 

Seven  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  investigated,  and  lO  premises 
were  disinfected. 

Building  Plans. 

The  following  plans  for  New  Buildings  were  ai)proved  by  tho  Council. 


Dwelling  HoUvses  27 

Worksliops  and  Business  Premises  3 

Alterations  to  existing  Premises  3 

Public  Building  1 


34 


Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  5 registered  and  I licensed  Slaugliter  Houses  in  tlie  district. 
The  structural  coiulition  of  all  these  is  good,  and  they  arc  generally  very 
well  kept.  Twelve  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year.  Instruc. 
tions  given  as  to  tlie  cleansing  of  premises,  and  the  disposal  of  offal  and 
drainage,  have  been  complied  with. 


8 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Eleven  persons  arc  registered  as  Conkecpers  and  Dairyman.  With 
two  exceptions  tlio  condition  of  these  preniisi^s  is  fairly  satisfactory,  but 
more  frequent  cleansing  of  the  cowsheds,  and  removal  of  manure  is  desir- 
able. Twenty-four  insiK'ctions  have  been  made  and  five  notices  to  cleanse 
have  been  given. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  ten  bakehouses  in  the  district.  The  structural  conditions  of 
these  is  good  and  they  aie  generally  well  kept.  They  have  been  visited 
from  time  to  time,  and  one  notice  to  cleanse  has  Ix'cn  given. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 


The  total  number 


lows  : — 

Bakers  10 

Millers  3 

Motor  and  Cycle 
Engineers,  etc.  ...  16 
Joiners,  etc 6 


of  premises  now  register^ 


Plumbers  4 

Printers  3 

Tailors,  Dress- 
makers, etc 7 


Bootmakers,  etc.  ...  9 


is  68,  made  up  as  fol- 

Photographic 

Works  ...  1 
Miscellaneous  


Food  Inspections. 

Ketail  Shops  and  Stores  have  been  visited  and  four  quantities  of 
tinned  foodstuffs  were  condemned  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. 


Water  Supply. 

1355  liou.ses  are  now  connected  to  the  mains.  Ten  connections  were 
made  during  the  year,  supplying  13  premises  as  under  : — 

Dwelling  Houses  10  "Works  1 Gardens  2 

420  yards  of  3in.  cast  iron  main  has  been  laid  in  London  Hoad. 

The  average  supply  per  head  per  day  (taking  4.3  persons  per  proi>erty 
and  iiicluding  all  water  used  for  trade  and  public  purposes)  is  about  17.1 
gallons. 

Scavenging. 

House  refuse  is  collected  by  a Pord  1 ton  tipping  Avaggon  with  two 
men,  and  is  conveyed  to  dumps  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  More  fix'- 
quent  collections  are  desirable,  and  these  Avill  be  possible  when  proper 
gmlvanizcd  iron  receptacles  are  provided  Avherever  necessary.  Much  time 
is  at  present  Avasted  in  the  collect io.n  of  refuse  from  i>remisos  Avliere  there 
are  no  proper  receptacles,  or  Avhero  the  receptacles  are  defective. 


Sewerage. 

No  extensions  to  the  SeAverage  System  haA’o  been  made  during  the 

year. 

19  houses  and  other  premises  haA'e  been  connected  to  the  Sewers 
during  the  year,  the  total  numlxr  of  properties  noAv  conmected  to  the 
System  being  1,279. 

Iho  storm  Avater  oA'criloAv  scAver  at  Ia'cI  Bridge  has  been  extended 
into  the  river.  Any  seAvage  discharged  from  this  pipe  during  storms,  or 
Avhen  the  pumping  machinery  is  stopped  is  now  carried  iuto  the  main 
stream  instead  of  Ixmg  deposited  on  the  foreshore.  This  extension  has 
etfectually  done  aivay  with  a long  standing  cause  of  complaint. 

«;n  sludge  lagoons  have  bixii  provided  at  the  Sewage  Works, 

uitli  the  object  of  reducing  the  aerial  nuisance  caused  by  the  drying  out 
and  subsequent  removal  of  concentrated  sludge.  J o i c 


